A proposal for guidelines for patient acceptance to and withdrawal from dialysis: a follow-up to the IOM report.
The Institute of Medicine Committee for the Study of the Medicare End Stage Renal Disease Program recommended that the nephrology community, patients, and families develop guidelines for decisions to accept patients to and withdraw them from dialysis. This article rebuts the arguments that have been voiced against such guidelines, presents arguments for them, and proposes a mechanism for their development should general agreement to draft such guidelines be reached.